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	Britain and the ‘Continent’


M1: BBC websites
a) Online discussion on European identity

Feeling European means I supported England in the last rugby world cup! ... and I was very glad that you (we?) won.
Simon, France

I live in Germany. I like England very much and I hope that the UK will join the euro, because France, the UK and Germany, etc. belong together. I can not imagine a Europe without Great Britain and the Euro will only be a real European currency if Great Britain joins it.
Daniel C., Germany

I'm always going to think of myself as British, I'm afraid. I like the pound and I like the fact that people that I help to elect run my country.
Mathew, UK

To me, the European identity is at best an illusion, and at worst a tool of coercion. I don't have any more in common with a Greek or an Italian than I do with a Peruvian or an Australian - we're all people, and the proclamation of the "European identity" is little more than using that fact for political ends.
Philip, UK

When I am in Australia, I am European. When I am in France, I am German. When I am in Bavaria, I am from the Rhine. When I am in Cologne, I am from my home town some kilometres south. Depending on the viewpoint all these regional labels get absurd. In my work I experienced that my French or Swedish colleagues are more similar to me than my neighbours next door. This and the feeling that a war between our countries would be the impossible to think makes me European.
Gerd, Germany

Away from the Netherlands, I find myself feeling more and more European. For all the wonderful people and the great vitality of Chicago, I get homesick when I see a French movie, or British series, a Swedish table or an Italian advert. I miss Paris and Berlin as much as Amsterdam or Utrecht. 
Jochem, Chicago, USA (Dutch)

I am Spanish, work for an English company, on a project in Italy run by our Dutch office. Only the fact that Europe is opening means that I can do this without mayor problems. Still, every time I travel back to UK, I have to show a passport or any other form of identification on arrival. Why? 
Jordi, Spain
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Quelle: 
http://news.bbc.co.uk/2/hi/europe/3254764.stm
b) European elections 2004: online discussion

While it isn't perfect, the EU has helped bring in an unprecedented period of stability, peace and prosperity within Europe. I'm proud to count myself one of its citizens. I will therefore discharge what I consider to be my democratic responsibility and will be voting on Thursday.
Anna, Cambridge, UK

I'll be voting for the UK Independence Party, as they're the only people that seem to actually listen to what the British public wants - that we're fed up with being ruled by Brussels bureaucrats!
Sue, London, UK

It is Malta's first opportunity to vote for the EP elections and it's something I will not miss! More so as the budget for the next seven years is soon to be discussed and, small as our voice is, I want the people I trust representing Malta there!
John, St Julian's, Malta
Most of the UK citizens who have posted negative comments about voting for European elections do not know what it means to have one candidate on their ballot.
Piotr, Poland

Most people haven't a clue how important the European election is. Most of our laws are initially passed by the European Parliament and then passed on into national legislation. That's why it is important to vote. I'll definitely be voting on Sunday.

Martin, Stuttgart, Germany

I do find it quite humorous how European nations have been courting Britain like sporting franchises court great talent ... lest the Britons choose sides with the great, arrogant United States. Intentions based on fear rather than benevolence rule today's Europe and I love that the United States plays such a large role in this story. 
Matt, USA

As an American with some exposure to economic theory, the future of Europe looks bright as a result of the EU. As Europe's collective economy strengthens we will see a more even playing field emerge between the US and EU, and maybe your foreign policy can influence ours for a change. As our time in the sun fades your sun is rising! It is still early days. Hang in there!
Frank, Portland, USA 

I will vote. This vote is a chance for every European to choose who is best in keeping country/personal interests. Not to vote has the same effect as voting for parties that you would never want to see in parliament. Even if the parties haven't made their policies known (and that is sad) nobody can say that there aren't opportunities to get information about them by yourself.
Matthias, Germany

Quelle: http://news.bbc.co.uk/1/hi/talking_point/3733609.stm
M2: Speech by the Prime Minister Tony Blair about Britain in Europe

14 October 1999
Once in each generation, the case for Britain in Europe needs to be remade, from first principles. The time for this generation is now.
The debate should be conducted with good judgement, clarity and above all, based on fact. For months, if not years, there has been a clamour from those opposed to Europe, that has been always shrill and often effective. We are told that Europe is bad for the British economy. That being part of Europe means abandoning our allies in the USA. That Europe is obstinately against reform, dedicated to bloated bureaucracy rather than the needs of European citizens. That being in Europe means losing our identity as the British nation. That as a consequence, Britain should rule out joining the Euro and should prepare to leave Europe altogether.

It is time we took each one of these arguments in turn and demolished them.

Three and a half million British jobs depend on our membership of the EU. Over 50 per cent of our trade is with Europe. British firms daily sell £320 million of goods and services into the European single market. Inward investment flows into Britain as a result of our being part of Europe. The English language, a flexible labour market, a thriving culture are all good reasons for companies choosing Britain as their place of entry to Europe. Last year alone, inward investment created 50,000 new jobs. But it is investment dependent on Britain in Europe.

Europe is not marginal to the British economy. It is fundamental to it and each day becomes more so. To quit Europe would be an act of economic mutilation.

Second, Britain is stronger with the US by reason of being in Europe. Go to the US. Deal, as I have, over the past two years, with issues of trade and investment, war and peace, with our US allies. They value us in our own right. Of course they do. But they value us even more as people who have influence in Europe who can talk to key European allies and who are respected both in the US and in Europe. Likewise, we are stronger in Europe if strong with the US. Stronger together. Influential with both. And a bridge between the two.

Third, we know Europe needs reform and we are fighting for it. Since taking office, we have shifted employment policy away from regulation to job creation. Next year in Portugal there is the first EU Summit dedicated to economic reform. The two British Commissioners in Europe have secured vital portfolios in shaping Europe in the future. Yes, there is a long way to go. But I say to you simply: we will only get reform in Europe by being part of Europe. We can also help lead debates about European defence, about effective action against crime and pollution, about the balance between integration and subsidiarity, how Europe does more in the areas it needs to do more; and gets out of the areas it doesn't need to be in at all. Europe can reform and Britain can and should play a leading part in achieving it.

And we make this case, not because we are pro-Europe - though I believe in the ideal of European partnership. We make it because we are pro-Britain. To be part of Europe is in the British national interest. So far from submerging our identity as a nation in some Eurosceptic parody of a Federal super-state, we believe that by being part of Europe, we advance our own self-interest as the British nation. This is a patriotic cause. The people here represent a patriotic alliance that puts country before Party. The Britain of the 21st Century should surely be the Britain I grew up believing in: not narrow-minded, chauvinistic or isolationist; but a country open in its attitudes, engaged in the outside world, adventurous in taking on the future's challenges, and having the confidence to know that working with others is a sign of strength not weakness.

And for all these reasons, to rule out participation in the next stage of European development - the single currency to accompany the single market - would be to repeat the mistakes of the past not learn from them. In principle, if the single currency succeeds and it is in Britain's economic interest, we should join. In practice, the economic conditions must be met. Meanwhile we prepare so we can decide. That puts the test exactly where it should be: what is good for jobs, trade, investment and industry in Britain. These conditions were set out in October 1997, repeated in February 1999; they remain in place. As does every other aspect of the policy, including of course the commitment to a referendum.

That is a sensible position. All the issues of principle: resolved. The test: the practical one of the national economic interest. What would be madness would be to shut the door on the option of joining a single currency in the future, deprive Britain of the choice of joining even if it was in our clear interests to do so.

All round the world, countries are moving closer. New alliances are being formed. From the Americas, to South East Asia and beyond, the pace of global economic and technological change is pushing nations together. In previous centuries, when different alliances dominating the world were being formed, Britain was sometimes their adversary, often in the thick of them, but never irrelevant.

The real denial of our history would be to retreat into isolation from the continent of Europe of which we are part and whose history we have so intimately shaped.

I will not and could not lead the country to such a position. In 1975, still a student, I voted yes in the referendum. I believed Britain's destiny was with Europe then. I believe it now. And I am proud to be part of a gathering that stretches across all political parties and none, to make our case to our country.
Quelle: 
http://www.number-10.gov.uk/output/Page1461.asp
M3: Book reviews
a) English-Only Europe? 
“English-Only Europe?" explores the role of languages in the process of European integration.
Languages are central to the development of an integrated Europe. The way in which the European Union deals with multilingualism has serious implications for both individual member countries and international relations.
In this book, Robert Phillipson considers whether the contemporary expansion of English represents a serious threat to other European languages. After exploring the implications of current policies, Phillipson argues the case for more active language policies to safeguard a multilingual Europe. Drawing on examples of countries with explicit language policies such as Canada and South Africa, the book sets out Phillipson's vision of an inclusive language policy for Europe, and describes how it can be attained.
Quelle: http://books.google.co.uk/books
b) Britan and Europe 1789-2005 
At critical moments, Britain has played a crucial part in the political evolution of modern Europe, yet its stance has often been ambivalent: sometimes glad to be part of 'European civilization' but at other times rejoicing in the blessings of insularity. This book breaks new ground in tracing the evolving and contested understandings both of Britain and of Europe on the part of politicians, diplomats, historians and travellers in the centuries since the French Revolution. It is at once a discussion of the foreign policy of the United Kingdom – an independent sovereign state in its relations with 'the continent' during its imperial hey-day and after – and a study of the historical perceptions, experiences and assumptions that preceded, and now accompany and complicate its participation in the European Union. The debate over Britain and Europe has long lacked depth. This book supplies it.
Quelle: http://www.history.ac.uk/ihr/Resources/Books/arnold.html
M4: Cartoons
a) Karikatur zur Abhängigkeit Großbritanniens von der Europäischen Union: 

http://www.iits.dircon.co.uk/newalliance/whogov.htm
b) Karikatur zum britischen Traditionsbewusstsein: 

http://www.cartoonstock.com/lowres/cgo0071l.jpg
M5: Internet Research
A. Websites

http://www.euromove.org.uk/ (euromovement)

http://www.fco.gov.uk/servlet/Front?pagename=OpenMarket/Xcelerate/ShowPage&c=Page&cid=1007029391674 (Britain in the EU)

http://www.britainveurope.co.uk/ad1.html  (Britain vs. Europe)
B. Terms related to Europe

„Better Off Out“

No-Euro Campaign

Global Britain

New Europe

Eurosceptics

Eurofollies

Euromyths
Eurorealists

English as lingua franca 
C.  News headlines

Kinnock backs kilometres to replace miles 

Lessons on the EU 'should be part of school curriculum'
The European Union this week placed a ban on the export from Britain to Europe of live animals
Global English: The European Lessons 
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